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NEW YORK CORRECTI ON LAW
ARTI CLE 23-A

LI CENSURE AND EMPLOYMENT OF PERSONS PREVI QUSLY
CONVI CTED OF ONE OR MORE CRI M NAL OFFENSES

Section 750. Definitions.
751. Applicability.

752. Unfair discrimnation against persons previously convicted of one
or nore crimnal offenses prohibited.

753. Factors to be considered concerning a previous crimna
convi ction; presunption

754. Witten statenment upon denial of |icense or enploynent.

755. Enforcement.

§750. Definitions. For the purposes of this article, the foll ow ng
terns shall have the foll ow ng meanings:

(1) "Public agency" neans the state or any |ocal subdivision
t hereof, or any state or |ocal departnent, agency, board or conm ssion.

(2) "Private enployer" means any person, conpany, corporation,
| abor organi zation or association which enploys ten or nbre persons.

(3) "Direct relationship" neans that the nature of crinina
conduct for which the person was convicted has a direct bearing on
his fitness or ability to performone or more of the duties or
responsibilities necessarily related to the |icense, opportunity, or
job in question.

(4) "License" nmeans any certificate, |license, pernmt or grant
of permission required by the laws of this state, its politica
subdi visions or instrunentalities as a condition for the lawfu
practice of any occupation, enploynent, trade, vocation, business, or
prof ession. Provided, however, that "license" shall not, for the
purposes of this article, include any license or permt to own,
possess, carry, or fire any explosive, pistol, handgun, rifle, shotgun,
or other firearm

(5) "Enploynment" neans any occupation, vocation or enploynent, or
any form of vocational or educational training. Provided, however, that
"enpl oynent" shall not, for the purposes of this article, include
nmenbership in any | aw enforcement agency.
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8§751. Applicability. The provisions of this article shall apply to
any application by any person for a license or enploynent at any public
or private enployer, who has previously been convicted of one or
nore crimnal offenses in this state or in any other jurisdiction, and
to any |license or enploynent held by any person whose conviction of one
or nore crimnal offenses in this state or in any other jurisdiction
preceded such enploynent or granting of a |icense, except where a
mandatory forfeiture, disability or bar to enploynent is inposed by

I aw, and has not been rempved by an executive pardon, certificate of
relief fromdisabilities or certificate of good conduct. Nothing in
this article shall be construed to affect any right an enpl oyer may
have with respect to an intentional m srepresentation in connection
with an application for enployment made by a prospective enpl oyee or
previously made by a current enpl oyee.



§752. Unfair discrimnation against persons previously convicted of
one or nore crimnal offenses prohibited. No application for any
license or enploynment, and no enploynent or license held by an

i ndividual, to which the provisions of this article are applicable,
shal |l be denied or acted upon adversely by reason of the

i ndividual's having been previously convicted of one or nore crinina
of fenses, or by reason of a finding of |ack of "good noral character"”
when such finding is based upon the fact that the individual has
previously been convicted of one or nore crimnal offenses, unless:

(1) There is a direct relationship between one or nore of the
previous crimnal offenses and the specific |icense or enpl oynent
sought or held by the individual; or

(2) the issuance or continuation of the |license or the granting or
continuation of the enpl oynent would involve an unreasonable risk to
property or to the safety or welfare of specific individuals or the
general public.



§753. Factors to be considered concerning a previous crimna

convi ction; presunption. 1. In making a determnation pursuant to
section seven hundred fifty-two of this chapter, the public agency or
private enpl oyer shall consider the follow ng factors:

(a) The public policy of this state, as expressed in this act, to
encourage the licensure and enpl oyment of persons previously convicted
of one or nore crimnal offenses.

(b) The specific duties and responsibilities necessarily related to
the Iicense or enploynent sought or held by the person

(c) The bearing, if any, the crimnal offense or offenses for which
the person was previously convicted will have on his fitness or ability
to performone or nore such duties or responsibilities.

(d) The tine which has el apsed since the occurrence of the crimna
of fense or offenses.

(e) The age of the person at the tinme of occurrence of the crimna
of fense or offenses.

(f) The seriousness of the offense or offenses.

(g) Any infornation produced by the person, or produced on his
behal f, in regard to his rehabilitation and good conduct.

(h) The legitimate interest of the public agency or private
enpl oyer in protecting property, and the safety and welfare of specific
i ndi viduals or the general public.

2. In making a determ nation pursuant to section seven hundred
fifty-two of this chapter, the public agency or private enpl oyer shal
al so give consideration to a certificate of relief fromdisabilities or
a certificate of good conduct issued to the applicant, which
certificate shall create a presunption of rehabilitation in regard to
the of fense or of fenses specified therein

8754. Witten statenment upon denial of |icense or enploynent. At the
request of any person previously convicted of one or nore crinina

of fenses who has been denied a |icense or enploynent, a public agency
or private enployer shall provide, within thirty days of a request, a
witten statenent setting forth the reasons for such deni al

8755. Enforcement. 1. In relation to actions by public agencies, the
provisions of this article shall be enforceable by a proceedi ng brought
pursuant to article seventy-eight of the civil practice |law and rul es.
2. Inrelation to actions by private enployers, the provisions of
this article shall be enforceable by the division of human rights
pursuant to the powers and procedures set forth in article fifteen of
t he executive law, and, concurrently, by the New York city conm ssion
on human rights.



